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Do you have a birding milestone to share with other ABA members? Please email Birding Editor Ted Floyd (tfloyd@aba.org) and clearly indicate your name, 

your place of residence, your e-mail address, and the exact details of your milestone: the bird, the date, and the location. Do you have a photo 

of your milestone bird or experience?—please send it along! Also, feel free to complement your submission with a very brief anecdote or commentary.

this Firethroat was one of many lifers for Peter
r. Bono when he was in sichuan Province, China, 
in May 2014. Photo by © Peter R. Bono.

Cindy Alberico of Crest Hill, Illinois, saw 
her 3,000th world bird, a Black-billed Par-
rot, on Saturday, March 8, 2014 in the Cock-
pit Country area of Jamaica.

Brian Allen saw Michigan life bird #350, a 
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck in his home 
town of Berrien Springs, on Thursday, April 
24, 2014. Allen notes that this milestone 
was documented by his first decent digi-
scoped image with a new spotting scope.  

On Tuesday, February 4, 2014, Tom Bartlett 
of Tiffin, Ohio, saw life bird #700 in the ABA 
Area, a Black-vented Shearwater while en route to Santa Cruz 
Island, off Ventura, California. Bartlett went on to see many 
more Black-vented Shearwaters that day, and added #701 
(Scripps’s Murrelet) and of course Island Scrub-Jay (#702) soon 
thereafter.

On Wednesday, May 21, 2014, while on a tour in Sichuan, Chi-
na, Peter R. Bono of Yarmouth Port, Massachusetts, reached 
the 6,000 milestone by seeing a pair of Chinese Gray Shrikes 
near Ruo Er Gai, Sichuan Province, China, on the edge of the 
Tibetan Plateau at an elevation of about 4,000 meters (about 
13,000 feet). Bono added 120 world lifers on this trip and 
got wonderful photos of such Asian specialties as Fire-capped 

Tit (#5893), Pere David’s Tit (#5912), Fire-
throat (#5932), Chinese White-browed Rose-
finch (#5968), Crested Tit-Warbler (#5984), 
White-browed Tit-Warbler (#5990), Blue 
Eared-Pheasant (#6002), and the endangered 
and very local Crested Ibis (#6006).

On Friday, March 14, 2014, Chris Doughty, 
an ABA member from Melbourne, Australia, 
saw the endangered White-winged Duck in 
Nameri National Park, in Assam, in north-
eastern India.  This was Doughty’s 2,000th 
species for Eurasia.

With his son Nathan and wife Tracy Kahn, Norman Ellstrand 
of Riverside, California, set out on Sunday, June 22, 2014 to 
Lake Skinner Recreation Area near Winchester, California, to 
seek out ABA Area lifer #500: Two Least Bitterns had been re-
ported there. It took a lot of searching and a lot of patience, 
but Ellstrand and his companions were finally rewarded with 
spectacular views of one of the bitterns in flight.

On Sunday, June 1, 2014, Bert Filemyr of Meadowbrook, 
Pennsylvania, saw and photographed a Hairy Woodpecker at 
the Wantastiquet Mountain Natural Area, New Hampshire. 

When it rains, it pours: tom Bartlett saw this Black-vented 
Shearwater, aBa area lifer #700, then a whole bunch more. 
Photo by © Tom Bartlett.

Brian allen digiscoped this Black-
bellied Whistling-Duck, Michigan 
lifer #350. Photo by © Brian Allen.
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“Not a particularly notable species for the area,” Filemyr lets 
on, but it was his #100 for New Hampshire. And by having 
seen 100 species in New Hampshire, he has now seen 100 or 

more species in all of the Lower 48 states. Filemyr’s last four 
states in order were Rhode Island, West Virginia, Vermont, and 
finally New Hampshire.

Michael Hobbs of Kirkland, Washington, heard an Ovenbird 
in the San Juan Islands on Sunday, June 1, 2014—his 400th 
bird species for Washington. Although Hobbs caught only a 
glimpse of the skulking bird, he repeatedly heard its song, a 
repetitious crescendo of teacher! notes. Hobbs even heard what 
has been described as the flight song: a burbling, rambling 
jumble of phrases, periodically punctuated by short series of 
teacher! notes. 

Hank Kaestner of Shelburne, Vermont, recently celebrated 
his 7,000th lifer, a Santa Marta Woodstar, the world’s second-
smallest bird, which he found on Friday, March 21, 2014 while 
on a tour of northern Colombia. Kaestner reports feeling proud 
of himself for only a short time: Several weeks later, his young-
er brother, Peter, reached the 8,500 milestone in Turkey. Ac-
cording to the elder Kaestner, “Sibling rivalry at its best!”

this Hairy Woodpecker was an interesting milestone for Bert
Filemyr: #100 for new Hampshire, giving Filemyr 100 or more
species in all of the lower 48 u.s. states. Photo by © Bert Filemyr.

Hank Kaestner holds up seven fingers, signaling his sighting of life bird #7,000, the Santa Marta Woodstar. Photo by © Sandy Paci.
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Peter Kaestner of Falls Church, Virginia, 
saw world bird #8,500, a Radde’s Accentor at 
Demirkazik National Park, Turkey, on Thurs-
day, April 10, 2014. Kaestner notes, “When 
I got my first world list almost 50 years ago, 
there were only 8,600 total species. I never 
imagined that I could get to 8,500. Of course, 
with the splits and new species, the total has 
increased by some 20 percent. Now, even 
9,000 is attainable.” 

Ivan Kossak of Lincoln Park, New Jersey, ac-
cumulated his 4,000th total tick for the ABA 
Area—a flock of Cliff Swallows at Felsenthal National Wildlife 
Refuge, Arkansas, on Saturday, May 3, 2014. Kossak tells Bird-
ing, “I love the Total Tick concept because it gives me a sense of 
accomplishment to see even ordinary birds, and it has gotten 
me to beautiful places I would otherwise have never seen.”

On Friday, April 4, 2014, Marie Cecile Lee of Elbert, Colo-
rado, saw her 700th U.S. bird, the Hawai‘i Creeper, in Hawaii’s 
Hakalau Forest; one was on the nest, and its mate was for-
aging nearby in treecreeper fashion.  The next day, the Black 
Francolin was #701. The jewel of the trip had to be an amaz-
ing Akiapola‘au, #702, in a ki-puka along the Pu‘u ‘O‘o Trail. 
Lee finished the trip at 703, thanks to the addition to her list of 
several Palila at Pu‘u La‘au.

Having seen great rarities over the past two years, such as 
Falcated Duck, Nutting’s Flycatcher, Little Egret, Red-flanked 
Bluetail, Gray Heron, and Tundra Bean-Goose, Bill Lindley of 

London, Ontario, needed a resident gimme, 
so that he could share a major milestone with 
his wife, Colleen. They achieved the milestone 
at Encanto Park, Phoenix, Arizona, on Thurs-
day, April 17, 2014: a nesting pair of Rosy-
faced Lovebirds, Lindley’s 800th ABA Area 
species. He is the first Canadian to achieve 
that milestone. 

Muriel Parker, of Sacramento, California, and 
Rick Skehen, of Manteca, California, reached 
milestones a day apart while birding in South 
Florida,  thanks to the persistence of their 

guide, Gavin Bieber.  Parker enjoyed great looks at a nesting 
pair of Spot-breasted Orioles on Friday, May 2, 2014 near Fort 
Lauderdale for her 600th ABA Area bird; Skehen was treated 
to close-up looks at a Mangrove Cuckoo the day before near 
Miami for his 700th ABA Area bird. Both immediately added 
La Sagra’s Flycatcher as a tease for the next 100. To infinity and 
beyond!

Chuck Probst of Kula, Maui, Hawaii, saw world bird #7,000, 
a White-browed Tit at 13,000 feet at the edge of the Tibetan 
Plateau, Sichuan, China, on Sunday, June 1, 2014. Several 

this Radde’s Accentor was world 
bird #8,500 for Peter Kaestner.
Photo by © Peter Kaestner.

linda rudolph appears to have achieved a unique accomplishment in birding
history: obtaining successive photos of Snowy Owl (right) and Kirtland’s Warbler 
(above), the latter her 555th species in the aBa area. Photos by © Linda Rudolph.
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hours later, he achieved another mile-
stone: bird family #225, Urocynchrami-
dae, represented by only one species, the 
Przewalski’s Rosefinch. Probst saw a pair 
in courtship display in a patch of scrub 
hundreds of miles east of where they are 
typically seen in Qinghai Province.

Calvin Rees of Oklahoma City, Okla-
homa, got 85 lifers at the ABA Conven-
tion in Corpus Christi, Texas, in April 
2014. Among them was life bird #200, 
a Caspian Tern in Packery Channel Park, 
Nueces County, on Thursday, April 24.

Marc Ribaudo of Woodbridge, Virginia, 
saw his 650th ABA Area species, a Flam-
mulated Owl flying out of a tree on Mt. 
Lemmon near Tucson, Arizona, on the 
evening of Thursday, May 8, 2014. Oth-
er lifers from Ribaudo’s visit to Arizona 
included Black-capped Gnatcatcher, 
Rufous-capped Warbler, Thick-billed 
Kingbird, Five-striped Sparrow, Sinaloa 
Wren, White-eared Hummingbird, and 
Buff-collared Nightjar.

On Sunday, June 1, 2014, Linda Ru-
dolph of Coralville, Iowa, joined a guid-
ed tour near Grayling, Michigan, and 
saw a Kirtland’s Warbler for ABA Area 
species #555. Immediately prior to the 
sighting, she observed a Snowy Owl in 
the town of Grayling. Several people 
have remarked that Rudolph is undoubt-
edly the first person in birding history 
to have seen these two species within a 
45-minute time span, and to have docu-
mented them in consecutive frames on 
her camera. 

Going into the new year, Frank Stermitz 
of Fort Collins, Colorado, needed 134 
new birds to reach 3,000 species, and 
hoped to pick up about half of these dur-
ing a 15-day tour of southern Ecuador in 
January. In Ecuador, he blew right past 
the milestone with a total of 136. Lifer 
#3,000 was a Tit-like Dacnis on Satur-

day, January 25, 2014 above timberline 
at El Cajas National Park west of Cuenca.

Birding with a group of friends in south-
ern Japan and Taiwan, Joe Thompson 
of Palm Springs, California, saw world 
bird #8,400 (no heard-only’s), a Rusty 
Laughingthrush at Dashueshan, Taiwan, 
on Sunday, April 20, 2014. Despite rainy 
weather, the group  also enjoyed pro-
longed encounters with both Mikado 
and Swinhoe’s pheasants at Dashueshan. 
A non-birding highlight of the trip was 
the soursop stop near Tainan, Taiwan, 
where soursops were thoroughly en-
joyed by the entire group.

On Wednesday, May 21, 2014, Chloe 
Walker, 14, of Murfreesboro, Tennes-
see, saw her 300th life bird and ABA 
Area bird off the coast of Hatteras, North 
Carolina: Audubon’s Shearwater. The 
bird was floating in the water, and at the 
boat’s approach it ran on the water’s sur-
face for takeoff. Walker relates, “It was 
such an  uneventful sighting—the spot-
ters didn’t even see the bird—that it took 
me a few moments to realize it was my 
300th life bird!”

Stu Wilson of Austin, Texas, and Sara-
sota, Florida, picked up his 700th ABA 
Area bird, a Bicknell’s Thrush, on Sat-
urday, June 14, 2014 on the Mt. Wash-
ington Auto Road, New Hampshire. The 
milestone was achieved, coincidentally 
enough, on Derek Lovitch’s Bicknell’s 
Thrush and the White Mountains two-
day tour.

George C. Wood of Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania, recently got ABA Area lifer 
#700, the Aleutian Tern—but not where 
you might think. Instead of seeing the 
bird on the Aleutians or another of the 
Bering Sea islands, Wood’s milestone 
came Tuesday, May 20, 2014 at Head-
quarters Lake, Kenai National Wildlife 
Refuge, Alaska. 


