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Do you have a birding milestone to share with other ABA members? Please email Birding Editor Ted Floyd (tfloyd@aba.org), and clearly indi-

cate your name, your place of residence, your e-mail address, and the exact details of your milestone: the bird, the date, and the location. Feel 

free to complement your submission with a very brief anecdote or commentary.

On a January–February 2014 birding trip to Borneo, Malay-
sia, and Thailand, Barry Edmonston and Sharon Lee of Vic-
toria, British Columbia, saw their 4,000th world bird, a very 
Friendly Bush Warbler on the Mt. Kinabalu summit trail 1.6 
kilometers from Timpohon Gate on Friday, February 7, and 
their 750th southeast Asia bird, a beautiful male Mrs. Hume’s 
Pheasant on the third morning of searching at sunrise near the 
top of Doi Ank Khang, Thailand, on Friday, February 21.

During a recent trip to India, Sam Febba of Dimondale, Michi-
gan, saw his 3,500th world bird, a Cotton Pygmy Goose. The 
sighting was made on Saturday, February 1, 2014, in Kanha 
National Park, where the next day his group encountered a 
sloth bear (Melursus ursinus) ambling down the road.

ABA Board member Matt Fraker of Bloomington, Illinois, saw 
his 700th ABA Area bird at the ABA convention in April 2014. 
His milestone bird, enjoyed with George Armistead and Tom 
Johnson, was a Botteri’s Sparrow at the King Ranch, Texas, seen 
on Friday, April 25.

On the heels of a 2013 ABA Big Year, which produced 689 
species, Ron Furnish of Virginia Beach, Virginia, continued 
his pursuit for new birds, spotting his 1,000th world species 
(no “heard-onlys”), the Ruddy-capped Nightingale-Thrush, 

on Friday, March 14, 2014 in Costa Rica’s Savegre River Val-
ley. While observing a nest, Furnish saw the male nightingale-
thrush bring some food to the female, which she then fed to 
the nestlings.  The milestone moment was shared with Fur-
nish’s girlfriend Marie Mullins, daughter Noel Furnish, and 
friend Andrew Spencer.

Knut Hansen of Lexington, Massachusetts, has self-identified 
as a birder since 1977, when he was 13. In April 2014, he 
celebrated his 50th birthday with a trip to Panama, and a goal 
for the trip was to get to 3,000 world birds. With his bird-
ing companion Michael Willison, Hansen saw #3,000, a most 
appropriate Panama Flycatcher, which he managed to photo-
document. The milestone was achieved on Monday, April 7, 
on the road out of El Valle de Antón. A few days later, Willison 
celebrated his 1,000th world bird, a Palm Tanager—seen in-
side a restaurant.

Lynn Hemink of Clovis, California, has seen his 800th bird in 
the ABA Area, but as of yet he does not know if it will be the 
Rufous-necked Wood-rail seen at Bosque del Apache National 
Wildlife Refuge, New Mexico, on Wednesday, July 10, 2013 or 
the Nutmeg Mannikin approved by the ABA Checklist Com-
mittee in late 2013. He’s rooting for the wood-rail!

On Wednesday, March 5, 2014, Greg Johnson of Cheyenne, 
Wyoming, spotted his 2,000th world bird, a Sulphur-rumped 
Tanager  in the Caribbean Foothills of Panama.  He saw 286 
species of birds and finished the trip with 2,028 life birds, but 
was equally impressed with the diversity of other wildlife in 
Panama, including capybaras, monkeys, sloths, agoutis, croco-
diles, caimans, and lizards. 

On Friday, April 18, 2014, David Kaminski of Naples, Flor-
ida, scored his sweet 600th ABA Area Bird in what he terms 
“the perfect storm of circumstances.” A long-present Bar-tailed 
Godwit at Howard Park, Tarpon Springs, Florida, was still 
present (four months after its discovery) when Kaminski just 
happened to be driving by, and it was low tide as well.

Bernard Morris of Emmaus, Pennsylvania, saw ABA lifer #750, 
This Ruddy-capped Nightingale-Thrush was world bird 
#1,000 for ron Furnish. Photo by © Andrew Spencer.
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a Nutting’s Flycatcher on Wednesday, 
January 29, 2014 at Bill Williams Nation-
al Wildlife Refuge, near Lake Havasu, Ar-
izona. Morris related this bit of bird (and 
birder) behavior: “My wife Pauline and I 
had been waiting there all day long, with 
no luck at all, but we stayed on anyway 
long after everyone else left. About 5:40 
p.m., just before it started to get dark, we 
heard the flycatcher call. Then it called 
again, and finally flew into view, practi-
cally at our feet, giving us great looks. In 
my experience, this is the only Myiarchus 
flycatcher that stayed consistently below 
eye level.”

Chris Sidler of Wakefield, Rhode Is-
land, finally recorded her 700th ABA 
bird, in southeastern Arizona on a trip 

sponsored by the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology. On Tuesday, April 
2, 2014, she saw first the Sinaloa 
Wren (#698) in Huachuca Can-
yon, followed by a beautiful male 
Lucifer Hummingbird (#699) 
at the Ash Canyon B&B.  Then 
#700, a Rufous-capped War-
bler seen in Florida Canyon on 
Wednesday, April 3.

Carolyn Vance of Los Alamitos, 
California, has been raking in the 
lifers at ABA events. At the Plym-
outh, Massachusetts, ABA rally 

earlier this year, she got to 400 on her 
ABA Area list. And at the ABA conven-
tion in Corpus Christi, Texas, in April, 
Vance added 48 lifers, then 12 more on 
a post-convention excursion to the King 
Ranch. A Seaside Sparrow on a conven-
tion field trip to Rockport on Friday, 
April 25 was ABA lifer #450 for Vance.

All of us at Birding magazine are 
wondering what milestone Vance will 
achieve at the ABA’s birding rally in 
Spearfish, South Dakota, in June 2015. 
We hope it’s another Orange-billed 
Nightingale-Thrush (see tinyurl.com/
Spearfish-thrush)! Whatever it is, we’re 
looking forward to seeing many of you at 
what promises to be a wonderful event 
(learn more and register at tinyurl.com/
ABA-Spearfish).

This Panama Flycatcher was Knut Hansen’s 3,000th 
world bird. Photo by © Knut Hansen.

This Botteri’s Sparrow was matt Fraker’s 700th aBa area bird. 
Photo by © Tom Johnson.


