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Do you have a birding milestone to share with other ABA members? Please email Birding Editor Ted Floyd (tfloyd@aba.org) and clearly indicate your name, 

your place of residence, your e-mail address, and the exact details of your milestone: the bird, the date, and the location. Do you have a photo 

of your milestone bird or experience?—please send it along! Also, feel free to complement your submission with a very brief anecdote or commentary.

Stephen F. Bailey of Arcata, California, finally saw his nem-
esis African bird, the Red-tailed [Common] Bristlebill. It was 
Bailey’s 7,500th world bird, sighted on Monday, August 11, 
2014 at Lopé National Park, Gabon. And as so often hap-
pens in birding: Once he had finally seen one, the floodgates 
opened and Bailey would go on see many others during the 
next two weeks.

U.K. ABA member Keith Betton of Farnham, Surrey, beat 
Stephen Bailey by three days! Betton got world life bird 
#7,500, a Böhm’s Bee-eater at Kasanka National Park, Zam-
bia, on Friday, August 8, 2014.

Gary Bletsch of unincorporated Skagit County, Washing-
ton, saw world bird #2,500, a Small Nitalva near Mo Chu, 
in Jigme Dorji National Park, Bhutan, on Tuesday, June 
24, 2014. Bletsch relates that his field notes from Bhutan 
refer to kilometer markers—actual stones—along road-

sides. Should the column be renamed “Kilometerstones,” 
he wonders?

Claude Bloch of New York, New York, recently saw ABA 
lifer #725, the Whiskered Tern at Cape May, New Jersey, 
on Sunday, September 14, 2014. Back on Thursday, May 
20, 2010, a Yellow-billed Loon on Adak Island, Alaska, was 
#700 in the ABA Area for Bloch, who despairs, “It is getting 
harder to add to this list!”

Linda Bogiages of Gulf Breeze, Florida, saw a Kagu in New 
Caledonia on Monday, August 11, 2014, completing her 
quest to see a member of each living avian family listed by 
Clements–Cornell. Although five families were subsequent-
ly added to this list (on August 14), Bogiages had previously 
covered all of them. She had reached 6,000 on her world 
list (Clements-compliant, no-heard-only’s) with an Olive-
backed Quail-Dove in Panama during an August 2013 trip 
to find the phylogenetically problematic Sapayoa, the sole 
member of its family—a family whose nearest relatives are 
not agreed on. The South Pacific trip to see the Kagu also 
yielded a Fiji endemic, the recently re-discovered and rarely 
seen Long-legged Thicketbird.
 
This past summer, Quentin Brown of North Vancou-
ver, British Columbia, suggested to his wife a “side trip” 
to Grasslands National Park. She gulped when she heard 
it was “only” seven hours away—and in another province, 
Saskatchewan. But she gamely went along, and Brown got 
#400 for Canada, a Burrowing Owl, on Wednesday, July 23. 
His wife delighted in all the bison and the comical antics of 
prairie-dogs.
 
On Friday, July 25, 2014, John J. Collins got ABA Area life 
bird #700, the Himalayan Snowcock—a flock of eight—in 
the stunning Ruby Mountains of northeastern Nevada.

Bill Drummond of North Andover, Massachusetts, got his 
800th North American bird, a Sinaloa Wren, on Sunday, 
February 9, 2014 at the picnic area in Huachuca Canyon, 
Arizona. By the end of June, he had seen five more lifers, all 
in Alaska. He reached 805 with an Oriental Cuckoo on St. Böhm’s Bee-eater. Photo by © Keith Betton.
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Paul Island, Saturday, June 14. A 
retired high school teacher, Drum-
mond was never able to go to Attu, 
because school was always in ses-
sion during the Attu excursions. 
So reaching the 800 milestone, 
and then some, has been especial-
ly sweet!

Wayne K. Forsythe of Hender-
sonville, North Carolina, saw his 
700th ABA Area bird, a Pacific 
Golden-Plover, on St. Paul Island, 
Alaska, on Thursday, August 29, 
2013.

With two companions, Bill Pranty 
of Bayonet Point, Florida, success-
fully chased and photographed 
two Magpie Geese in Edgewater, 
Volusia County, Florida, on Satur-
day, July 19, 2014, thereby docu-
menting the first record for the 
species for Florida. The Magpie 
Goose is the 85th free-roaming ex-
otic bird species Pranty has photo-documented in Florida—
and the 93rd exotic bird species he has seen in the state.

On a recent trip to Costa Rica, David Hollie of Ringgold, 
Georgia, saw his 1,300th world bird, a stunning male Snowy 
Cotinga at El Zota Biological Field Station on Thursday, July 
24, 2014. He also got his 1,100th photo lifer on Friday, 
August 15, 2014: the amazing Scarlet Macaws at Carara Na-
tional Park. Hollie ended the trip with 452 total species, 
174 life birds, and 213 photo life birds.

Rob Fanning of Morganville, New Jersey, reached the im-
pressive milestone of 400 New Jersey birds with a Thursday, 
April 20, 2014 sighting at Demott Pond, Clinton, Hunt-
erdon County, of a potential first state record Neotropic 
Cormorant, identified by Rob Fergus. Fanning’s #399 was 
another potential first for the Garden State, the famous Eur-
asian Tree Sparrow at Cape May, found by Fanning himself 
on Sunday, March 23, 2014.

While birding in the Bangweulu Wetlands of north-
ern Zambia, Hugh Jennings of Bellevue, Washing-
ton, saw a Shoebill  for his 1,100th world bird on 
Monday, April 21, 2014. The guide for Jennings’ trip 

Magpie Geese.
Photo by © Bill Pranty.

was Frank Willems, who also guided 
David Attenborough for his five-part 
Africa series, produced by the BBC 
and featuring coverage of the nesting 
Shoebills at Bangweulu Wetlands.

During the early morning hours of 
Tuesday, May 20, 2014, Brian E. 
Small of Sherman Oaks, California, 
photographed his 675th species in 
the U.S., a Buff-collared Nightjar in 
Pi-ma County, Arizona.

Bob Jones of Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-
vania, and Sarasota, Florida, was 
converted to birding by a member 
of the Sarasota Audubon Society on 
Monday, April 7, 2007 at the Cel-
ery Fields. Under the guidance of 
his mentor, expert Rick Greenspun, 
Jones’ obsession was assured. On 
Monday, January 27, 2014, while 
participating in the 17th annual 
Space Coast Birding and Wildlife 
Festival pelagic trip, Jones got his 

500th ABA Area species, a beautiful Purple Sandpiper for-
aging on a rock jetty in Ponce Inlet.

Salvatore Salerno of Mo-desto, California, saw  ABA lifer 
#625, a male Spectacled Eider, in the harbor at  Nome, 
Alaska, on Thursday, June 5, 2014. Salvatore and two other 
Modesto birding pals were with a tour group just 30 min-
utes before the outbound flight boarded, so the celebratory 

Scarlet Macaws. Photo by © David Hollie.
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champagne flowed only after the California bird-
ing trio returned home.

Gail King of Memphis, Tennessee, reached sev-
eral milestones earlier in the year. During a trip to 
Ecuador, she saw world bird #1,700 (no heard-
only’s), a spritely Ecuadorian Piedtail, at the feed-
er array at the Wildsumaco Biological Station, on 
Monday, March 10; the trip to Ecuador netted 
her 360+ lifers, including Andean Condor and 
Andean Cock-of-the-Rock. Not even a month 
later, a jaunty Green Kingfisher at Estero Llano 
Grande State Park, Texas, on Wednesday, April 9, 
2014 was ABA lifer #600 (again, no-heard only’s). 

On Saturday, September 13, 2014, Bob Kochert 
of Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, saw ABA life 
bird #600, the Whiskered Tern at Cape May, New 
Jersey. For his wife, Theresa Kochert, it was #599 
in the ABA Area.

Ron Morris of Winston-Salem, North Carolina, 
passed two birding milestones on a trip to West 
Texas this spring. After traveling with five bird-
ing companions to Concan, Texas, and Big Bend 

National Park, he saw his 500th ABA bird, a stunning male 
Lucifer Hummingbird, at Christmas Mountain Oasis, Brew-
ster County, Texas, on April 18, a really Good Friday. The 
following day, shortly after seeing his lifer Black-capped Vir-
eo and Olive Sparrow, a Harris’ Hawk at Kickapoo Cavern 
State Park in Kinney County, Texas, was his 1,800th world 
bird species.

Dollyann Myers of Clinton, Tennessee, saw a Lilian’s Love-
bird in Malawi on Tuesday, September 9, 2014. It was her 

Buff-collared Nightjar. Photo by © Brian E. Small.

salvatore 
salerno 
(center) 
and birding 
pals John 
Harris (left) 
and daniel 
gilman (right) 
celebrate 
salerno’s 
625th lifer in 
the aBa area.

this Colima Warbler was one of 600 species (plus 1 provisional) 
photographed in 2013 by isaac sanchez. Big Bend National Park, 
Texas; April 19, 2013. Photo by © Isaac Sanchez.
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8,000th world bird—Clements-compliant, no heard-only’s. 
We believe she is only the second woman ever to reach the 
8,000 mark; the late Phoebe Snetsinger is the other. Myers 
thanks all the guides and friends who have helped her find 
birds and share trips over the years. “It’s been an unbelievable 
journey,” she says, adding, “...to be continued.”

Isaac Sanchez of Austin, Texas, completed a Photo Big Year 
in 2013 in the ABA Area with 600 species plus 1 provisional 
(Rufous-necked Wood-Rail). Photos were taken in 13 states 
plus Alberta and included 53 lifers. Sanchez’s favorite memo-
ry from his Photo Big Year is the sight of Ivory Gulls flying off 
the coast of Alaska.

On Tuesday, July 15, 2014, Doug Wood of Durant, Oklaho-
ma, saw and photographed a Three-toed Jacamar near Nova 
Friburgo, Brazil, for lifer #2,500. After birding the Atlantic 
forest, Wood finished the trip in the Pantanal with more than 
2,600 species on his life list. A pair of Black-faced
Tanagers was a nice way to finish the trip.

Three-toed 
Jacamar. Photo by 
© Doug Wood.


