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A
lmost at once a female Ivory-bill slipped

quietly from her roost hole and jerked her

way to the top of the stub, where she

rapped and called a few times. Then she flew to

another tree and settled to preen herself, interrupting

her toilet occasionally with a call or sharp pound on

the limb. Another Ivory-bill answered from a short

distance north and then flew to join the first; it was

another female, but judging from its appearance a

bird of the year. The two sleek black and white birds

called and pounded a few times and then flew off

together to begin feeding. I followed them on this

day for three quarters of an hour as they moved from

one tree to another until they finally took a long

flight beyond my sight and I was not able to find

them again.

—from the journal of Dr. James J. Tanner, reporting

from The Singer Tract in Louisiana in the 1930s
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JJW, associate editor of Birding, has spent two
weeks in the Pearl River Wildlife Management
Area, Louisiana, looking for Ivory-billed
Woodpeckers. The first trip was in January of
2000, the second in February of 2001.

This photo, taken with a Brownie camera, emerged out of the Louisiana woods in 1971.
Some serious observers consider this authentic; others are skeptical. There was reportedly
a nest-hole involved.
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Bob Russell began his romance
with Ivory-billed Woodpeckers
when he was a child in Crystal

Lake, Illinois, sitting in the library
reading bird books. For Jeff Basham, 
it began when he was a boy birding
with his father. Both of these men have
spent thousands of hours since, look-
ing and listening for this bird.

David Kulivan did not think at all
about Ivory-billeds until a pair of them
apparently spent 10 minutes in front of
him one April day in 1999 while he
was hunting turkeys in Louisiana. His
was the story that sharpened public
interest in this would-be extinct bird.

Russell and Basham have Ivory-billed
stories to tell, too, like many other
people who say that they have encoun-
tered these birds somewhere in a wide
swath of land sweeping from East
Texas through Louisiana and Florida
up the East Coast into South Carolina.

Basham was in Texas in April 2001,
in Big Thicket country, near Vidol, to
visit with a man who told him that he
recently had seen the woodpecker in
his backyard. Basham left his camera
with the gentleman, in case the bird
returned. He has talked with a man liv-
ing in the woods along the Pearl River
who can describe clearly both Pileated
and Ivory-billed Woodpeckers. He told
Basham he had seen the latter in the
fall of 1999. Basham’s own first
encounter was in 1994, when he heard
what sounded like an Ivory-billed
Woodpecker call in Mississippi. In
2000, while camping in Louisiana, he
saw a large dark woodpecker “with
white in the right places.”

Russell, who worked in New Orleans
for a number of years as a biologist for
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
kept track of sightings “made by peo-
ple I considered reliable,” he said. He
has come up with 23 reports just from
along the Atchafalaya River in
Louisiana, some decades old, some
new. Personally, he has seen a couple of
large woodpeckers which he says he

wishes he could see again. That was in
South Carolina some years ago. In
2000 and 2001, in Louisiana, drawn
there by the Kulivan story, he contin-
ued his search. 

Kenn Duke, a Louisiana resident
who spent much time along the Pearl
River, read of the Kulivan sighting, 
and wrote, “I’m glad to see someone is
finally admitting I’m right. I have been
seeing the Ivory-billed Woodpecker for
years.” Kym Muldoon left a note on
the ABA web site about her encounter
with an Ivory-billed in November of
2000 in her Pensacola, Florida, back
yard.

Many stories are told
The list of stories is long. There are no
accepted photographs to accompany
the stories, though. No field sketches.
There are birds seen from automobiles
or airplanes, birds flying away. Fleeting
glimpses. Snatches of sound. Stories
from old men in the woods. Almost
half a century of this.

Before then, in the 1930s, there were
the solid reports, journals, and photo-
graphs by Dr. James J. Tanner, the man
who chronicled the most intimate
encounters with this ghost of old river
bottoms. Tanner hunted among the
majestic trees of the Singer Tract in
northern Louisiana. (See the Tanner
snippet at the beginning of this arti-
cle.) The trees here were cut in the
early 1940s; the wood was needed for
gunstocks. Today soybean fields have
replaced the woodlands. (As other
observers have pondered: one can only
imagine what would have happened on
this tract if there had been an
Endangered Species Act at the time.)

At the same time, other reports came
from eastern Texas, southern Georgia
(Okefenokee Swamp), South Carolina,
Louisiana, and peninsular Florida—
just like reports today, although , per-
haps, with more substance. 

Some of the most recent and tantaliz-
ing stories in the last 50 years come

from the Big Thicket area of East
Texas, north of Beaumont. Reports of
the mystical woodpecker emerged
there in the mid-to-late 1960s. John V.
Dennis followed up a likely observa-
tion described to him, and he reported
a bird at the edge of a bayou near the
Neches River in April 1965. At least 20
people claimed to have seen a bird in
the area, and the accounts sounded
convincing. At the time, the story even
reached pages of The New York Times.
People said they had seen the wood-
peckers on land along the Trinity River
in Anderson County, between the
Neches and Angelina Rivers north of
the Dam B Reservoir, along the Neches
River north of Evandale, and along
Pine Island Bayou north of Beaumont.
This intriguing cluster of Ivory-billed
Woodpecker reports ended with a cold
trail of follow-up reports.

At about the same time, there were
reports in Florida, summarized nicely
in Henry M. Stevenson and Bruce H.
Anderson’s The Birdlife of Florida
(1994, University Press of Florida).
Convincing reports dribbled into the
1950s, from Scott’s Ferry, Wakulla
Springs, and Homosassa Springs (the
last by John K. Terres), and there were
repeated observations in 1967-69 of
one or two Ivory-bills in Highland
County, culminating with the discovery
of a broken tree cavity in which was
found an inner secondary feather of
the elusive species. That string of
Florida accounts then diminishes to
isolated and wistful sightings, still
echoed now and then.

With such dead ends and flimsy cur-
rent evidence, is it any wonder that the
latest field guides do not include the
Ivory-billed Woodpecker?

Kulivan’s story
David Kulivan, though, came out of
the woods along the Pearl River, less
than an hour’s drive northeast of New
Orleans, with a truly compelling story.
Dr. Van Remsen, professor of biological
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sciences at Louisiana State University
and curator of birds at its Museum of
Natural Science, who debriefed
Kulivan at length, says, “Most days, I’m
sure he saw a pair of Ivory-billeds.”

“I knew as soon as I saw them it was
something I had never seen before,”
Kulivan told a newspaper reporter
when the story broke some months
after his April 1999 sighting. Kulivan
was in the Pearl River Wildlife
Management Area of St. Tammany
Parish, just north of Slidell, within
earshot of a four-lane highway. He was
there to hunt Wild Turkeys, sitting qui-
etly in camo clothing in the extreme
north portion of the WMA, north of
Old Highway 11, near the rifle range at
the end of Po Boy Road.

Kulivan says he saw two Ivory-billed
Woodpeckers, a male and a female,
come to a tree nearby. The birds were
but 30 feet from him at one point. He
watched them for about 10 minutes
before they flew, calling as they left. He
told the reporter that one of the birds
was hammering its bill fiercely, “knock-
ing the bark off the tree.” Kulivan, at
that time a senior in forestry at LSU,
says he knows the difference between
Pileated Woodpeckers, common in the
Pearl River WMA, and Ivory-billeds. “I
know for a fact the birds were not
Pileateds,” he said. His description of
the Ivory-billeds was precise and accu-
rate, down to the direction in which
the birds’ crests curved.

He was hunting Wild Turkeys during
spring break. When he returned to
school, he went to one of his teachers
to tell his story. That man was Dr.
Vernon Wright, a professor in the LSU
School of Forestry, Wildlife and
Fisheries. “I buy the story,” Dr. Wright
said. “I think the birds are there.
Kulivan had a damned good descrip-
tion of what he saw. He is a very
responsible young man.”

Dr. Remsen says he is sold on
Kulivan. “There is no question about
his integrity,” he said. “He either saw a

pair of Ivory-billed Woodpeckers or
saw Pileateds and for some reason
went nuts. If he wanted to do this as a
hoax, he would have had to work hard
to polish this one. We put him through
the Inquisition, literally, and he passed
with flying colors.

“I’m also sure, given the effort that’s
been made out along the Pearl, that
those birds are not there on a daily
basis. That area is not part of any con-
sistently used home range by any
Ivory-billed Woodpeckers. If they were
there, they just happened to be wan-
dering through on that particular day.

“There were saturation-bombing
searches out there for the next few
days” after Kulivan’s report, Dr.
Remsen said. “The people looking
came up with zilch. People saw big
woodpeckers. They heard stuff. It was
like this fever. But nobody ever got to
study a bird.

“Now, the longer it goes without tan-
gible evidence, the more you have to

wonder. The most generous thing you
can say right now is, if there was 
a pair there, they were post-breeding
wanderers.

“I’ve been here 22 years, and I’ve
heard and dealt with Ivory-billed sto-
ries at least once a year,” Dr. Remsen
said. “About ten percent of those sto-
ries have a little more credibility than
the rest. This is the third time I’ve actu-
ally detected something to hope for.

“The other two, well, one doesn’t
count, those photos given to my prede-
cessor, Dr. Lowery, in the early ‘70s.
They are lousy photos, taken with a
Brownie Instamatic camera. The pho-
tos remain unconvincing to many peo-
ple. You can’t rule either way, fake or
real, although I’m personally convinced
they are the real deal.

“The other story: I dug this same guy
out 10 years after the fact and talked to
him on the phone. I’m 100 percent
convinced he had Ivory-billed
Woodpeckers on his land. He had no

Here is a photo from 1938 showing part of the Bald-Cypress swamp of the Singer Tract.
Other major sections of the Singer Tract, in Madison Parish, Louisiana, were dominated
by very large and old Sweet Gums and various oaks.

JAMES J. TANNER
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reason to create a hoax. In fact, he did-
n’t want anyone to know about the
birds. The reason he was able to get
close enough to the birds to get
Instamatic pictures was that he found
the nest hole, which he also pho-
tographed. He would not tell me
where this was, didn’t want the Feds
to come in. But I know it was in the
lower Mississippi River region of
Louisiana.

“There was another one, this actual-
ly written up in Audubon magazine in
the early ‘80s,” he said. “We had got-
ten another couple of very tantalizing
reports from the Grand River area, not
that far from Baton Rouge. We went
out there, walked around. It was kind
of sad. There was big timber, land that
hadn’t been logged in 100 years. It
made you believe the birds could have
been there. We had to take a boat to
get there, to land cut off by river
meanders. And while we were there, a

lumber company was logging it.
“Without hard copy, you have to be

extremely cautious,” he said. “I want
to believe, but I don’t want to be writ-
ten off as a lunatic.”

Dr. Remsen added that he challenges
every new report with a request for a
photograph or tape or video, “no mat-
ter how lousy. So far,” he said, “all I’ve
gotten is obvious Pileated video. That
makes it clear to me that people can
look right at a Pileated Woodpecker,
subsequently view the image at their
leisure, and still think they’ve seen an
Ivory-billed. You can see why I have to
be a skeptic.”

Big woodpeckers in pairs
Dr. Wright has done his own searching
along the Pearl River. He was in the
WMA in October 2000, with a writer,
Jonathan Rosen, for The New Yorker,
who was doing research for a story on
the quest for the bird. Kulivan was

there, too. The three of them heard
what Dr. Wright describes as the call
of a Red-breasted Nuthatch, a call sim-
ilar in ways to that of the Ivory-billed
Woodpecker. “The nuthatch should
not be there in October,” the professor
said. This bird in that place at that
time would be exceptional.

On other trips, Dr. Wright said, “I’ve
seen big woodpeckers in pairs twice. I
don’t think I have ever seen Pileateds
fly together. My two sightings were
once in canopy, once into the sun.
They were a little east of there, 10 or
12 miles from the Pearl River, in
Mississippi. These birds were in
straight power flights, almost like
ducks in formation. But I did not get
good enough looks at the field marks.

“If we talk to the people who have
been around down here, there have
been reports every decade since the
‘60s,” he said. “We’ve got pictures that
have been discredited, some of them
by good biologists. A woman who
went through our program a few years
back, raised on the Pearl, she and her
husband were deer hunting and had
an Ivory-billed fly up. She told people
about it later.

“I want into the Stennis area across
the Pearl River in Mississippi, got per-
mission to go in there (a NASA facility
for development of rocket engines, off
limits to casual visitors). A Naval offi-
cer, a trained scientist working there,
told me she had one of the birds come
through her yard, but said no one
would believe her. This was in the
early summer of 1999.

“It’s easy to pass these sightings off
as Pileateds, but I don’t think they are.
I would really like it if the people who
see the bird could report it and be
treated with respect. The professionals
in the birding community are being
disrespectful. They should not be
attacking people for reporting what
they see,” he said.

The future for the search? “I think it
is a matter of when,” said Dr. Wright.

In 1935, Tanner took this photo of a pair of Ivory-billed Woodpeckers at a nest site he
studied at length. Here, the male appears to be returning to the nest-hole and the female
emerging to leave. A single male Ivory-billed Woodpecker held on at the remnants of the
Singer Tract until, perhaps, as late as December 1946.

JAMES J. TANNER
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That was the beginning of a help-wanted ad that
appeared on the Internet in May. It gives indica-
tion that some people ascribe a definite degree of

seriousness to the search for what others  contend is an
extinct bird. So serious, in fact, that more money was
found and six persons, not two, were hired. They are
expected to enter the woods around mid-January.

The ad and the search were the idea of Dr. J. V. (Van)
Remsen, professor of biological sciences at Louisiana
State University and curator of birds at its Museum of
Natural Science. Dr. Remsen has received reports of
Ivory-billed Woodpeckers for years, reports from all
kinds of observers, none of whom had hard evidence
that they saw what they said they saw.

The flurry of Ivory-billed activity brought about by
David Kulivan's reported sighting of a pair of the birds
in 1999, just a few hours' drive from Dr. Remsen's cam-
pus office, moved him to find support for this extraordi-
nary effort.

Carl Zeiss Sports Optics, a division of Carl Zeiss
Optical, Inc., agreed to sponsor an intensive search for
Ivory-billed Woodpeckers in the bottomland forests of
the Pearl River area of southeastern Louisiana.  Zeiss put
up money to conduct an organized, systematic search of
the area for 30 days.

Dr. Remsen sought experienced birders expert at field
identification, particularly by ear. He wanted experience
in conducting fieldwork in remote, generally roadless
areas, and the ability to negotiate difficult, remote ter-
rain on foot, by canoe, and by ORV. Applicants also had
to be familiar with operation of video cameras and GPS
units, and be willing to deal with the media. 

The search will be conducted in the lowland/bottom-
land hardwood forests of the Pearl River, about 45 miles
northeast of New Orleans. It is a mosaic of swamps, bay-
ous, and forest that is flooded to varying degrees during
late winter/early spring depending on rainfall. There are
few roads, so access to many areas is by foot or canoe.

The goal, Dr. Remsen wrote, will be to search as much
of the area as possible, and if Ivory-billed Woodpeckers
are located, to document their presence with digital
video cameras.

The six team members are:
Richard L. Knight, one of Tennessee's most active and

experienced birders, author of The Birds of Northeast
Tennessee (1994).

Martjan Lammertink and Utami Setiorini-Lammertink,
who over the past several years have studied woodpeck-
ers in Indonesia, mainly on Borneo. They have experi-
ence surveying for woodpeckers that occur in low densi-
ties in tropical swamps, mangroves, and lowland forests.
Earlier, Martjan made extensive searches for the Ivory-
billed Woodpecker in Cuba and for the Imperial
Woodpecker in Mexico.

David Luneau (Professor of Electronics and
Computers, University of Arkansas at Little Rock), who
already has spent extensive time searching the area. He
will be deploying electronic recording devices to detect
woodpeckers.

Peter McBride, a habitat biologist who did his thesis
research on the Magellanic Woodpecker (Campephilus
magellanicus) and has extensive field research experience
in several areas of North America and South America.

Alan Wormington, an experienced birder who is a for-
mer member of the ABA Checklist Committee and the
editorial board of North American Birds.

There also is an Ivory-billed Woodpecker Search
Planning Team. Its members are Dr. Remsen, the
searchers (Knight, Wormington, Lammertink, Setiorini-
Lammertink, Luneau, McBride), two representatives from
the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
(Steve Shively and Nancy Higginbotham), David Kulivan
(of the original sighting), Dr. Vernon Wright (Louisiana
State University School Forestry, Wildlife and Fisheries;
statistician and veteran of recent Pearl River searches),
Dr. Keith Ouchley (Louisiana Nature Conservancy),
Alison R. Styring (LSU Department of Biological Sciences
and Museum of Natural Science; doctoral student using
woodpecker census techniques in her dissertation); and
Dr. Jerome A. Jackson (Florida Gulf Coast University;
perhaps the world's leading authority on the history and
biology of the Ivory-billed Woodpecker).

WANTED: Two experienced birders needed for 30-day

intensive search for Ivory-billed Woodpecker in Pearl

River area, Louisiana. Pay: $2,000 per person.

PEARL RIVER WMA, MARCH 2000, PHOTO BY J. J. WILLIAMS
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Dr. Jerome Jackson: uncertain
Dr. Jerome Jackson delivered his 
manuscript for a book on Ivory-billed
Woodpeckers to the Smithsonian Press
late in 2000. It should be published
within the year. Dr. Jackson, who is
Whitaker Eminent Scholar in Science
and director of the Whitaker Center for
Science, Mathematics, and Technology
Education at Florida Gulf Course
University, has spent much of his
career studying these birds. Does he
believe that Kulivan saw Ivory-billeds?

“Maybe he did, and maybe he 
didn’t,” he said.

Dr. Jackson has spent many hours
and days afield searching, including
organized searches with others, partic-
ularly in 1986–1988. He had what
sounded convincingly like an Ivory-
billed Woodpecker respond to a tape-
recording of its call perhaps 100 miles
north of the Kulivan site, about 14
years ago. “It was near Vicksburg, on
an island in the Mississippi River,” he
said. “We were playing the recording
for three minutes every 15 minutes.
There was a response. The bird came
closer, stopping about 100 to 150 yards
from us. It called for another 18 min-

utes, but would not come closer.
“Finally, we dropped everything and

ran toward it, but we didn’t see a thing.
What we heard was something that
sounded exactly like the recording. It
did respond to the recording by com-
ing closer. I had just told my grad stu-
dent, the other person with me, that
this was the best habitat for Ivory-
billeds that I had seen. We kept going
back, found nothing, and then all the
big timber was taken out of there. That
was my best U.S. experience with the
birds,” he said.

In Cuba, in March of 1988, Dr.
Jackson said he heard Ivory-billeds for
eight straight days. “We got a glimpse
of what surely was an Ivory-billed,” he
said. “The bird flew by about 30 feet in
front of me, black and white, size of
crow or bigger, no red, but there is
nothing else there like that, nothing
that size.”

He continues to actively look for
Ivory-billeds in the U.S., most recently
in the Fakahatchee Strand in south
Florida, an area sandwiched between
Big Cypress National Preserve and
Everglades National Park. “It’s pretty
wild country,” he said. “There are some
big stands of cypress. I’ve had three
independent reports of Ivory-billeds in
the area. None of those three persons
knew of the reports of the others.
These are similar to the reports coming
from Louisiana,” he said.

“If had to go to just one place to
look, that would be the place. I proba-
bly would go back to Pearl River, too,
and look some more. And in the
Atchafalaya basin in Louisiana. And
along the Altamaha River in Georgia. If
you try, you can find local stories about
Ivory-billed sightings in all of these
places.

“I do believe the bird still exists,” Dr.
Jackson said. “The odds are against it,
but it is possible. You can declare that
it does exist, but you can’t declare that
it doesn’t.”

Dr. Jackson, emphasizing the need

James J. Tanner is seen here hauling in equipment by cart into the Singer Tract in 1935.
Tanner wrote the most thorough history of Ivory-billed Woodpecker in the 20th century.
Later, and for 43 years, he served as professor of ornithology at the University of
Tennessee. Dr. Tanner died in 1991.

ARTHUR A. ALLEN (COURTESTY NANCY TANNER)
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for proof, said he always carries both
camera and tape-recorder on his search
trips. His recorder has a shotgun mike,
his camera, a Nikon, a 400mm auto-
focus lens. He had this equipment with
him in late 2000 when he was back in
the Fakahatchee. November through
Februrary are the best months to look
for the bird, he said, because during
this time the birds are courting and
renewing pair-bonds prior to nesting,
and because it is drier and there are
fewer bugs.

Dr. Jackson has examined over 300
of the slightly more than 400 speci-
mens of Ivory-billed Woodpecker avail-
able throughout the world. “Specimens
are everywhere,” he said. “I found six
in Austria, three in St. Petersburg,
Russia.”

Along Gum Creek
Kenn Duke was raised in the swamps
of the Pearl River, spending half of his

life in the forest of the Gum Creek
branch of the lower Pearl. His sightings
began in 1969 and ended in 1990,
when his mother moved from the area.

“After Hurricane Camille in about
1969,” Duke wrote in response to
questions, “many trees were downed
along the Gum Creek bed. There were
many Pileated Woodpeckers. I also
noticed several of a similar variety that
had a white back, white flight feathers,
and a bright, solid red crest. Its flight
seemed more graceful then the others.
There seemed to be more smooth 
gliding and less pumping than the
Pileateds. I thought that this might be 
a variation or mutation of the Pileated.
I looked them up in some bird book
and identified them as Ivory-billed
Woodpeckers.”

Duke said he watched the two
species in what he described as territo-
rial fights, “the Pileateds and Ivory-
billeds chasing each other with a lot of

noise. In the Gum Creek area there
were perhaps six pairs of Pileateds and
maybe two pairs of Ivory-billed wood-
peckers. Both types had similar nest
holes 30 to 40 feet up or near the top
of dead trees. In one particular site, the
nests were only about 100 yards apart,
causing a lot of fighting when one
species went near the nest of the other.
This is when I could really see the dif-
ference in size, color, and flight of the
two types,” he said. Most of his obser-
vations were made from September to
February, he added.

Searching along the Pearl River
Since the Kulivan sighting in 1999,
many researchers and birders have
walked the woods along the Pearl
River. Groups of Louisiana birders have
been there. Bob Russell organized two
winter trips, one in 2000, the other a
year later, he and up to 10 other bird-
ers slowly walking the woods for a

Tanner’s 1938 photo from the Singer Tract shows some impressive Sweet Gum trees favored by the Ivory-billed Woodpeckers.

JAMES J. TANNER
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total of eight days. Two members of
his parties saw birds which they said
could have been Ivory-billeds. Three
times calls were heard that could have
been Ivory-billeds. 

The Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries has conducted
searches, both on foot and by helicop-
ter. Steve Shively, with the depart-
ment’s natural heritage program, has
walked those woods. He helped install
a motion-sensitive camera there after
someone reporting finding a possible
Ivory-billed nesting cavity. The camera
took 30 pictures. All but one were of
moving leaves. The other captured an
image of a Pileated Woodpecker.

What does Shively think of this? “I
don’t know,” he said. “To me, it seems

like there is enough in these sightings,
at least those of David Kulivan, to say
that Ivory-billed might be what he saw.
But also, there is enough in the cir-
cumstance and habitat to make me
skeptical. I’m riding the fence,” he
said, “hoping but not really thinking
that we’re going to find anything.”

Most birders don’t look
Bob Russell, in the meantime, runs his
finger over maps of Louisiana and
Florida and other states. He adds up
the acres of wild land along the big
rivers there. If you take the contiguous
wild land from the Pearl River WMA
north, he will tell you, there are maybe
150,000 acres that few people know
well. All told, there are hundreds of

thousands of acres of woods worth
exploring.

“A friend of mine, Sonny Bass, a
biologist in the Everglades, had a
report of an Ivory-bill in southern
Florida last year. He said it was the
best description he had heard in 30
years. I tend to be an optimist. My
belief is that the birds are there if you
look in the right places. Woodpeckers
are opportunists. These birds are a lot
more plastic and adaptable than we
give them credit for. 

“Most birders don’t look for Ivory-
billeds. The best areas are off the road,
so birders don’t make the effort. It’s a
rare bird, so it takes extra effort. How
many bobcats or panthers have you
seen in your life? I don’t think you can
easily write these birds off just because
they haven’t been seen,” he said.

His next Ivory-billed trip could be in
southern Arkansas, drifting on the
White River, listening and looking, or
perhaps in panhandle Florida, always
high on his list of good spots to look.
There, he would be not too far from
where Ms. Muldoon glanced out her
kitchen window and saw what she
says was an Ivory-billed Woodpecker,
hacking away at an oak tree in her
back yard.

Acknowledgments
Many people kindly assisted in the
preparation of the article, but special
thanks go to J. Van Remsen and
Vernon Wright for reviews and advice,
to Mary Scott for material from her
Ivory-billed Woodpecker web site, and
to Bob Russell for taking the author
along on his recent Louisiana searches.
Nancy Tanner, widow of Dr. James J.
Tanner, kindly provided invaluable
photos.


